
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1281 February 16, 2017 
THE WIDENING FLYNN SCANDAL 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, are we wit-
nessing the first Manchurian presi-
dency in the history of the United 
States? 

This resignation of President 
Trump’s National Security Adviser, 
Michael Flynn, has done nothing to 
end the controversy surrounding the 
administration’s relationship with 
Russia. I am calling for an independent 
investigation into Flynn’s actions. 

The White House knew for weeks 
that Flynn misled about his secret 
communications with the Russian Am-
bassador, but apparently that was not 
a problem for the Trump administra-
tion as long as it was hidden from the 
public. 

Did the White House authorize 
Flynn’s secret communications? Did 
the President? Why wasn’t Flynn gone 
sooner? 

We don’t know yet the answers to 
these and other questions. What we do 
know is that the Trump administration 
is not prepared to protect this Nation. 

For all their talk of national secu-
rity, Republicans are giving President 
Trump a pass. An independent inves-
tigation into Flynn’s actions is needed. 
The investigation must determine if 
improper relationships between the 
Trump administration and the Russian 
Government exist. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are demanding to know, and they de-
serve to know just how tight Russia’s 
grip is on the Trump administration. 

f 

CUT BUREAUCRACY OUT OF THE 
CASEWORK PROCESS 

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 512, the 
WINGMAN Act. The WINGMAN Act 
will help Members of Congress and our 
staff members better assist the con-
stituents that we serve. It cuts bu-
reaucracy out of the casework process, 
and it makes it easier to connect Penn-
sylvania families with the services and 
benefits that they need. 

Our staff members in our district do 
tremendous work every day. They help 
constituents and their families navi-
gate the Federal bureaucracy, whether 
it is helping veterans obtain care 
through the VA, seniors access their 
Medicare or Social Security benefits, 
or even helping a traveler obtain a 
passport for an emergency trip over-
seas. Too often that work goes unsung 
and the hard work they do goes unrec-
ognized. 

I am blessed to have a terrific staff in 
my district office, led by my district 
chief of staff, Caitlin Ganley. Our 
team, Bill Dondero, Maureen Quinn, 

Alaina Sforza, and Brian Gallie have 
helped literally thousands of individ-
uals as we have worked to cut through 
the red tape and get the answers they 
need from the agencies across the Fed-
eral Government. The WINGMAN Act 
will make this difficult job just a little 
bit easier, and I am proud to support it. 

f 

WHAT IS THE RUSSIAN 
CONNECTION 

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, after only 
24 days in office, President Trump’s 
National Security Adviser, Michael 
Flynn, resigned in disgrace. 

Why? 
He had direct contact with the Rus-

sian Ambassador, assuring him, in like-
ly violation of U.S. law, that the 
Obama sanctions against Russia would 
be reversed. And then he lied about it. 

There is evidence of Trump campaign 
officials having regular contact with 
Russians officials, and we know Russia 
hacked into DNC files and doled out 
stolen information with the goal of aid-
ing the Trump campaign. 

So the question is: What is the Rus-
sian connection? 

Congress must do its job. We should 
conduct a full-scale, no-holds-barred 
investigation of the links between the 
Trump campaign and Russian officials. 
There is a mountain of evidence we 
cannot ignore. 

The American people have a right to 
know, of course. But even more impor-
tantly, the enduring strength of our de-
mocracy is being tested. Congress must 
maintain our constitutional protection 
of checks and balances. Investigate 
now. Investigate fully. 

f 

THE STATUS QUO IS 
UNSUSTAINABLE 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, we 
have seen more troubling signs this 
week that things continue to get worse 
under the healthcare law. 

Humana announced they are drop-
ping out of the ObamaCare market-
place next year. The CEO of Aetna said 
that ObamaCare is in a ‘‘death spiral.’’ 

Families in Michigan and across the 
country are left with fewer choices and 
soaring costs. Mari, from Jackson, in 
my district, is one of them. Her pre-
miums nearly quadrupled last year 
under ObamaCare; and this year, her 
premiums went up so high, she could 
not afford to pay them. So she and her 
husband, who is self-employed, dropped 
the plan and now are going without 
any health insurance at all. 

The status quo is simply 
unsustainable, and we are working to 
provide relief to families who are 
struggling. This will be an orderly, 
step-by-step process as we transition to 

patient-centered solutions that lower 
costs, increase choices, maintain pre-
existing conditions coverage, and meet 
the needs of all Americans. That is 
what Mari and every single American 
deserves. 

f 

TITLE X FUNDING FOR PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today deeply disappointed that the 
House has again put attacking wom-
en’s health over the important prior-
ities the American people sent us here 
to address. 

More than 4 million individuals 
across the country, many of them low- 
income, uninsured, or young, depend on 
title X for family planning and related 
preventative care. This is lifesaving 
care: birth control, HIV and other STI 
testing, and cancer screenings, to name 
a few. 

The resolution that passed today al-
lows States to deny trusted reproduc-
tive healthcare providers from receiv-
ing title X funds for purely ideological 
reasons. Already, 14 States have taken 
official action to exclude Planned Par-
enthood and other critical reproductive 
healthcare providers from serving pa-
tients through the title X program. 

This shameful legislation puts poli-
tics ahead of women’s health and does 
a disservice to women and families 
across our Nation. 

f 

WHY THE MEDIA ATTACKS 
PRESIDENT TRUMP 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
is no surprise that the media’s credi-
bility has hit a record low with the 
American people, according to a recent 
Gallup Poll. 

The media attacked President Trump 
because he proved their predictions 
wrong and their candidate lost. They 
attack him because they are mostly 
liberal Democrats and he is a conserv-
ative Republican. They attack him be-
cause he is reversing many of the poli-
cies of President Obama, whom they 
openly supported. They attack him be-
cause he is going around them, directly 
to the American people with his Twit-
ter messages. They attack him because 
they can’t intimidate or control him. 

The media’s hate is poisoning the 
country. 

Wouldn’t it be better for our country 
if the media gave the American people 
the facts rather than told them what to 
think? 

Wouldn’t it be better for our country 
if the media treated the President fair-
ly and without malice? 
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WHEN WILL CONGRESS FINALLY 

ACT 
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, CNN reported that the Pen-
tagon is considering a proposal to send 
U.S. ground troops to northern Syria. 
This is for a report to President Trump 
on the war against ISIS due this 
month. 

But the very idea that the Pentagon 
is seriously considering sending more 
troops into Syria should be a wake-up 
call to Congress and to all Americans. 
Three years after the U.S. first sent 
troops to Syria and Iraq, Congress still 
hasn’t voted to authorize the fight 
against ISIS. 

Do we really want to send more 
Americans into war? What is the mis-
sion? How does it end? 

For 3 years, Congress has failed to do 
its constitutional duty. Three years of 
cowardice. Three years of a blank 
check. 

Speaker RYAN promised action in 
2016, but did nothing. 

When, Mr. Speaker, will this House 
finally do its job? After 100 more Amer-
ican troops are sent to Syria and Iraq? 
Five hundred more? A thousand? When 
will Congress finally act? 

Mr. Speaker, I say the time is now. 
f 

b 1545 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
TIM PRENDIVILLE 

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the life of Tim 
Prendiville, an active member of Tuc-
son’s Irish community and dear friend 
of my family and mine who sadly 
passed away on February 14. 

Tim dedicated his life to giving back 
to others. For example, he organized 
meals and bought sleeping bags for the 
homeless at Armory Park, and he do-
nated his time to help those who could 
not read or write send letters to their 
loved ones. 

He was a founding member of Tuc-
son’s St. Patrick’s Day committee and 
was honored last year as grand marshal 
of the annual parade. 

He was a gifted storyteller, a reflec-
tion of his Irish roots. One of his favor-
ites was the time he sang ‘‘Oh Danny 
Boy’’ at a dinner with then-Presi-
dential candidate John F. Kennedy. 

I’ve known Tim ever since I was a 
young child. When I was 12, he deliv-
ered the eulogy at my father’s funeral. 
Throughout my life, he has been a con-
stant source of encouragement, and, al-
though we belonged to different polit-
ical parties, he was somebody who 
shared widely his faith and belief in 
me. 

Mr. Speaker, I am deeply grateful for 
Tim Prendiville’s love and support. My 

thoughts and prayers go out to his fam-
ily and loved ones in our time of grief. 
I know he is now singing ‘‘Oh Danny 
Boy’’ with the angels. 

f 

APPLAUDING THE OSCAR DE LE 
RENTA POSTAGE STAMP 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the United States 
Postal Service for its dedication of the 
Oscar de la Renta postage stamp. This 
stamp was unveiled today at Grand 
Central Station in New York City in a 
wonderful ceremony, and it is part of 
the U.S. Postal Service’s Forever col-
lection. 

As a lifelong friend, I dearly miss 
Oscar de la Renta and care about hon-
oring his work and his memory. 

To me and so many Americans, par-
ticularly immigrants, he was more 
than just a designer, he was a good 
friend and a pioneer. As a member of 
the Dominican-American community 
and as a member of the U.S. Congress, 
it is my goal to highlight the achieve-
ment of immigrants who have contrib-
uted to American society and culture. 

Though Oscar was highly regarded by 
some of the most prominent figures of 
our time, including first ladies, he 
maintained his humility and never cast 
aside those who were less fortunate. 

His creativity, resourcefulness, and 
love for life are admirable characteris-
tics that made him a true national 
treasure. Oscar was widely known for 
his love of country and deep affection 
for the Dominican-American commu-
nity. 

I am proud to see Oscar’s legacy hon-
ored and hope to keep his memory 
alive. Oscar is still with us. Once some-
one asked him how he wanted to be re-
membered, and he simply said: As a 
pretty dress. 

f 

LAUDING MANUFACTURING 
EXTENSION PARTNERSHIPS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak 
about the important role the Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership plays in 
strengthening U.S. manufacturing. 
This public-private partnership con-
sists of a nationwide system of centers 
located throughout the United States. 

Manufacturers can receive several 
services by visiting a designated MEP 
center, including workforce develop-
ment, supply chain development, com-
mercialization, exporting, and many 
other helpful strategies. 

I recently had the opportunity to 
meet with the Innovative Manufactur-
ers’ Center in my home district. The 
IMC works to increase the innovation, 
productivity, and growth for manufac-
turers in central Pennsylvania. Over 

the past 25 years, IMC has helped more 
than 600 manufacturing companies in 
its 12-county region of the Keystone 
State. 

Mr. Speaker, American manufac-
turing is a critical part of our econ-
omy. I am pleased to see that public- 
private partnership is working to help 
support small and midsized manufac-
turers. 

These are the businesses that employ 
our neighbors and produce quality 
made in America products. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth, 
and I salute the centers nationwide 
that help them do just that. 

f 

THANKING ATTORNEY GENERAL 
XAVIER BECERRA 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and congratulate California’s 
new attorney general, my friend, Xa-
vier Becerra. 

As many of you know, former Con-
gressman Becerra was the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus chair from 1997 
to 1999. He was our Democratic Caucus 
vice chair from 2009 to 2013, and also 
our Democratic Caucus chair for the 
114th Congress. 

We all know that Attorney General 
Becerra was a staunch defender of So-
cial Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
SNAP, and other support for people in 
need. He was also a supporter for our 
DREAMers, for DACA, and for women’s 
rights. He was also a mentor to me. As-
piring new Members who came here 
looked to him for advice, especially in 
their first couple weeks here. 

I want to thank Attorney General 
Becerra for coming to a roundtable in 
my district over in Polk County to 
visit with so many of our agricultural 
workers in our community and so 
many DREAMers. It is so critical for 
agriculture, for our farmers, and for 
rural America that we continue to 
make sure that agriculture continues 
to be strong in our Nation. As a Cali-
fornian, he also even starred in Ste-
phen Colbert’s ‘‘Better Know a Dis-
trict.’’ 

So I just want to thank, once again, 
Congressman Xavier Becerra for being 
an American Member of Congress, 
someone who looked out for all of us 
and defended our values. 

f 

COAL REFUSE-TO-ENERGY 
LEGISLATION 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the progress hard-
working western Pennsylvanians have 
made in restoring our hillsides and 
streams in historic mining commu-
nities polluted by waste coal. 

Through the use of innovative tech-
nology, workers in the coal refuse-to- 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:17 Feb 17, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16FE7.062 H16FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T08:04:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




